- i GOVERNMENT OF KOSRAE
QWW( ﬂ/(ﬂ:%( ~ - Office of the Governor
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— Post Office Box 158
iofol, Kosroe FM 96944
7elephone {691) 370-3002/3083/3005
September 26, 2023
The Honorable Esmond R. Moses
Speaker | o ,, — - G oy
~ard Virr s \ N . NI ) “» . S A LY y S e g
23*.ESM Congress 2 x, T &, &,

Palikir, Poffnpei FM 96941 -

Honorable MembeTts of the 23t FSM Congress
Palikir, Pohnpei FM 96941 o

Re: Kosrae Senator-Elect Yoslyn G. Sigrah

Dear Mr. Speaker and Members of the 23rd ongress,
Greetings of Lenwo to you and the members of the 23rd Congress.

It has been brought to my attention that your Credentials Committee has its report
Eeady to report out in today’s plenary session. ! have iiso been briefed that while the
eport favors the credentials of the Chuuk Senator-Elett, the report does not favor the
credentials of the Kosrae Senator-Elect. '

This is the first time in the history of our congress election in the State of Kosrae,
that our Senator-Elect credentials were not received tavorably by members of the
Credentials Committee. It is also our understanding that dissenting members are from
Yap, Pohnpei, and Chuuk. The three states of Yap, Pohnpei and Chuuk, in essence, chose not
to honor the will of our people, many of our people who found their ways to each polling
piaces in the State of Kosrae and off-island polling places to cast their votes.

This office now puts forward its full support behind the credentials of our Kosrae
Senator-Elect Yoslyn G. Sigrah. The people of the State of Kosrae made their choice, check-
marked her name in the ballots on Election Day. Qur people of Kosrae voted and elected
her as their Kosrae representative to Congress. The qualifications and credentials of the

Senator-Elect were approved by Kosrae State Election Office, further approved and
certified by the National Election Commission.

At the end of this session, our Senators to Congress will report back to the people of
Kosrae, including this office to brief us on the outcome of the congressional session. The
Same goes to the other senators from the three states of Pohnpei, Chuuk, and Ya p. They
will be meeting theirowrrconstituents. None of the senators from the other three states
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will be coming to Kosrae to acknowledge us and to brief us. We expect our representatives
to Congress to work closely with us.

« 1 he votes by the people of Kosrae, if not honored, will demoralize Kasrae voters to
;Jammpate in futhre nanggalfele’ctlons If fhe*elecgpn restlt from K‘bs’f‘ae is (got ﬂpheld by
“the Congress, this will set bad precedents. The power to choose Kosrae senators to
Congress remains with Kosrae. On July 4%, Kosrae voters spoke. They elected Yoslyn G.
Sigrah. On July 10t, the national election office certified her as the winning candidate.
There was no challenge to the Kosrae Election results.

For these reasons, I respectfully request that Congress respect the will of the

Kosraean people and accepts Ms. Sigrah’s credentials as a rightful member of the 23r¢
Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia.
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Tulensa W. Palik
Governor

CC:  Speaker Phillip
Acting Chief Justice Salik
Lt. Governor Nena
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